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The Day
(he
Towers Fell

herever, whenever,
we’ll remember the
day New York City’s
twin towers went
down. When the
Pentagon was hit. By the
time you read these words,
you will have viewed scenes uglier
than a nightmare, scenes that have
left millions of Americans desperately wishing to turn back the clock,
plaintively whispering, “It never happened! It couldn’t happen herd” We
watched together. We cried together.
We prayed together.
Why the twin towers and the Pentagon? The Washington Post editorialized: “Maybe—just maybe—yesterday’s war-makers decided to
attack the symbols of American
empire, financial domination, military hegemony, strangely ugly buildings housing the people who rule a
strangely ugly w orld.. . . ”
Responding to the tragedy, many
Adventists have focused on Ellen
White’s 1906 vision of “great balls of
fire... falling,” and even more intently
on a vision given her on one occasion,

when in New York City, “I
was in the night season
called upon to behold
buildings rising story
after story toward heaven.
These buildings were warranted to be fireproof,” but
they “were consumed as if made of
pitch. The fire engines could do nothing to stay the destruction. The firemen were unable to operate the
engines.”*
These were the words I remembered on that fateful Tuesday, when a
prophet’s startling imagery erupted
through my Laodicean ease. But it is
her following words that should be
headlined. Words for that “strangely
ugly world.” Words that penetrate the
facades of skyscrapers to probe the
very motives of their builders. Words
that indicted the “Robber Barons” of
her day:
“As these lofty buildings went up,
the owners rejoiced with ambitious
pride that they had money to use in
gratifying self and provoking the
envy of their neighbors. Much of the
money that they thus invested had
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been obtained through exaction,
through grinding down the poor.
They forgot that in heaven an
account of every business transaction is kept; every unjust deal, every
fraudulent act, is there recorded. The
time is coming when in their fraud
and insolence men will reach a point
that the Lord would not permit
them to pass, and they will learn that
there is a limit to the forbearance of
Jehovah.”

World Wide Web soon carried its
own alleged prophecies. For example, we were told that Nostradamus
predicted Tuesday’s terror some 500
years ago—
“In the year of the new century
and nine months, from the sky will
come a great King of Terror—in the
city of York there will be a great collapse; two twin brothers torn apart
by chaos while the fortress falls; the
great leader will succumb; third big
war will begin when the big city is
burning.”
No such prophecy exists in Nostradamus’ writings, say the hoaxbusters. Which reminds me that the
White Estate is busy refuting rumors
that Ellen White wrote of the collapse of New York City’s “twin towers”! Alas.

WHEN IT ALL HITS THE FAN
Commodities trader Peter Karmen, 44, was outside for a cigarette
break when the first jetliner struck
Tower One. Running to the trading
floor he tried to buy gold. “When it
all hits the f a n h e said, (ithatys
when everybody buys.” He watched
the price shoot to $280 an ounce, but
seethed as panic trades impeded his
order.—The Washington Post.

Struggling With the Whys
On Friday, September 14, I
watched the special prayer service in
Washington National Cathedral.
Notable: The first speaker was the
head of Muslims in America (a gracious gesture, undoubtedly noticed
in the Muslim world, where no
Christian would be accorded equal
time). Then a Jew, a Catholic, a
Protestant. . . . Speakers struggled
with the “Whys”: “Why does the Lord
allow evil like this to take place?”
asked the frail Billy Graham. He had
no answer. But he insisted, nevertheless, that “God can be trusted.” And
he assured the guests: “The people

Perceptive words. For, as Ellen
continued, “There are not many,
even among educators and statesmen, who comprehend the causes
that underlie the present state of
society. Those who hold the reins of
government are not able to solve the
problem of moral corruption, poverty, . . . and increasing crime. They
are struggling in vain to place business operations on a more secure
basis.”
As one would anticipate, the
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need for national repentance and
insisted that “underneath the debris
of Tuesday is a firm foundation. We
must rebuild on a firm foundation.”
Ellen, too, spoke of a foundation:
“Gods people . . . . are to take
their stand on the living word: Tt is
written.’ This is the only foundation
upon which they can stand securely.”
A prophet once walked the streets
of Nineveh crying, “Forty days, and
Nineveh shall be overthrown”
(KJV). But Nineveh heeded the
words of the prophet and repented.
The king decreed: “‘Let everyone call
urgently on God. Let them give up
their evil ways and their violence.
Who knows? God may yet relent and
with compassion turn from his
fierce anger so that we will not perish’” (Jonah 3:8, 9, NIV). Nineveh
was still there, intact, on the 41st day.
America, the haven for persecuted saints from throughout the
world, has been much blessed of
God. She has fed the world, beaten
back dictators, curbed the worst economic inequities within her borders.
Her 40 days have stretched to 40
years and m ore.. . .
Maybe it would be enough if only
God’s remnant people—those called
to reproduce his character as walking, talking, witnesses to his grace
and glory—would repent.
□

who died are in heaven right
now, and it’s so great up there, they
wouldn’t want to come back.”
For sure it’s not all that great down
here.
“The world is stirred with the
spirit of war. The prophecy of the
eleventh chapter of Daniel has nearly
reached its complete fulfillment.
Soon the scenes of trouble spoken of
in the prophecies will take place___
“Soon everything that can be
shaken will be shaken, that those
things that can not be shaken may
rem ain.. . .
E V I L ’S W A R D R O B E
1,200 Muslims worked in the World
Trade Center. As many as 700 may be
among the missing.—The Washington Post.
((We must remember that evil
does not wear a turban, a tunic, a
yarmulke or a cross. Evil wears the
garment o f a human heart, a garment woven from the threads of hate
and fear”—Nathan D. Baxter, dean
of Washington National Cathedral.

“The agencies of evil are combining their forces, and consolidating. They are strengthening for the
last great crisis. Great changes are
soon to take place in our world, and
the final movements will be rapid
ones.”
It was Graham who stressed the

^Spirit o f Prophecy quotations are taken
from Testimonies, Volume 9, pages 12 to 18;
Evangelism, “The M etropolitan Masses,”
pages 25 to 34.
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